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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
UNITED STATES ARMY ROTC INSTRUCTOR GROUP 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON 
DAYTON, OHIO 45469 
29 January 1974 
NEWS RELEASE 
SUBJECT: ROTC Women Taking Hold 
Women in the Army ROTC are now accepted as an integral, and rather large 
part, of the program. The 3,098 women in the senior ROTC program throughout 
the country represent almost 10 per cent of the total enrollment. Women cadets, 
moreover, constitute 22 per cent of the present ROTC freshman class. 
The University of Dayton currently has 9 women enrolled in its senior ROTC 
program. This represents 11 per cent of the corps. The first lady cadet will be 
eligible to enroll in the advanced course in the Fall of 1974, and The University 
of Dayton will commission its first woman officer in the spring of 1976. 
The women in ROTC take basically the same program the men take. They 
are not, however, required to bear or use arms. However, all of the women cadets 
at UD have currently volunteered for marksmanship and other weapons training. 
They have done extremely well in it, according to instructors at the university. 
When they graduate, the young women will receive commissions in any branch 
except Infantry, Armor and Artillery. This is because of a current national statute 
which provides that no women can be in close combat organizations. 
Women cadets are eligible for competitive scholarships in ROTC. These scholar-
ships pay for tuition, books and allow $100.00 a month for subsistence. The first 
scholarship board with women candidates will convene at the University of Dayton 
on 19 and 20 February 1974. 
It can no longer be considered precedent-breaking for a woman to enter Army 
ROTC. They are here to stay, and are making a favorable and lasting impression 
on the program. Who knows, the cadet battalion commander for the University 
of Dayton ROTC may well be a lovely lady in 1975. 
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